
lCEHOTEL® Art & Design 2010-11

Located above the Arctic Circle in Swedish Lapland, the internationally 
renowned ICEHOTEL is a platform for contemporary ephemeral art. 
Using only ice and snow for material, ICEHOTEL is constructed anew 
during every November and December and melts away during late spring. 

Every year artists from around the globe are selected to design and 
construct the ICEHOTEL suites. By day these suites form the gallery of 
the hotel, visited by 30 000 people every winter season and slept in by 
15 000 international guests during the season. 

Experience with the material is not a requirement; artists from all 
disciplines are invited to apply.
ICEHOTEL has previously hosted sculptors, painters, designers, 
architects, multimedia artists, textile artists, set designers, etc.

We hereby invite artists from around the world to send a proposal for the 
ICEHOTEL suites 2010/11.

Conditions and information

DURATION

Each artist will have a period of two and a half weeks to complete their 
suite during November and December 2010 (approximately 10 days 
outside for sculpting and 6 days in the room itself for installation, if the 
weather permits).

There will be two different construction periods due to the ongoing 
building of the hotel, dates will be notified upon acceptance.

PARTICIPANTS

15 international artist teams will be accepted. •	
Applications may be made by a solo artist or a two-artist team, •	 no 
assistants or helpers. Accepted solo artist cannot bring co-artist 
later on, unless it is already stated in the application.
The construction of a suite is very physically intensive and the •	
participants are expected to construct the suite entirely on their 
own.

DEADLINE

Application postmarked no later than •	 July 15th, 2010.
Participants will be notified of acceptance or refusal via email no •	
later than August 31st, 2010.

FEES

As employed you will receive a commission salary of 18,300 SEK, 
excluding taxes, for a one-artist suite or 24,600 SEK, excluding taxes, 
for a two-artist suite. From the agreed salary amount, 1,500 SEK per 
artist will be deducted for accommodation and food. Special income 
tax on non-residents (SINK), may be applied for on acceptance for non-
Swedish employees.

A Call for 
Ice Suite Designers

artists: Marjolein Vonk, Cindy Berg, Marinus Vroom, Jan Willem Van Der 
Schoot, Maarten Meijer (Northern Church). Photo Big Ben Productions.

Artists: Dennis Rolland and Andre Landeros Michel. Suite: gotham on ice.
Photo: photobigben.com



Private companies (with a registered tax number or F-Skatt), receive 
21,200 SEK + VAT (moms) for one-artist suites or 26,500 SEK for a 
two-artist suite.

INSURANCE

Artists operating as private companies are responsible for their own 
insurance. Artists operating as ICEHOTEL employees are covered under 
ICEHOTEL policy for the duration of their contract.

WORK PERMIT

Foreign residents (non-EU) must have an approved working permit. This 
can be applied for on notification of acceptance.

ICE SUITE SPECIFICATIONS

The suite size is 4.5m x 6.5m, with a vaulted roof height of 3.8m, •	
see attached plan. The walls and floor are made of snow.
The design must include one double bed 1.6m wide x 2m long with •	
a total depth of 20 cm including bed base, mattress and reindeer 
skins (as provided by staff). The bed shall be 50 cm above the floor, 
with space under the mattress for ventilation purposes and lighting 
equipment storage. 
One rectangular entrance door (85cm x 240cm) at the opposite end •	
of the room from the bed.
Electric lighting in blue and white will be provided and installed by •	
staff electricians per discussion with the artist.
Furniture is not mandatory.•	
Snow walls may be sculpted into or added to. Some ideas to avoid: •	
sloping floors, ice floors, ice steps, split beds, beds on the floor.

More detailed technical information will be given upon acceptance. 

TRAVEL

We will provide travel reimbursement per artist up to:

2,000 SEK from Sweden•	
4,500 SEK from Europe•	
8,500 SEK from Asia, Australia, Africa &  America •	

Upon acceptance, artists are responsible for booking their travel on the 
dates determined by the coordinator and notifying our coordinator of 
arrival and departure times on those days.

ICEHOTEL will provide transport from the Kiruna airport or train station.

MATERIALS

The suite is made of snow and ice only, NO foreign materials (with the 
exception of the bed and the curtain door provided by the organizer).

CLOTHING & TOOLS

ICEHOTEL will provide the artists with winter working clothes (gloves, 
boots and coverall) although you are welcome to bring your own.

Each suite is assigned a toolbox containing:•	

Snow carving spade (commando)•	
Snow shovel (moving loose snow)•	
Gloves (water proof) and warm mittens•	
Ice chisels: one large 70mm and two smaller•	
Snow chisel•	
Snow scraper for polishing walls•	
Measuring stick 2m•	
Snow/ice marking pen•	
Floor lamp and two extension cords•	
Bucket and cup•	
Chainsaw 35cm•	
Builders spirit-level•	
Helmet & chainsaw pants•	

ACCOMONDATION & FOOD

Lodging, lunch and dinner will be provided at a cost of 1,500 SEK •	
per artist, which will be deducted from the agreed salary amount 
(only employees).
Breakfast food may be purchased from the local store.•	

MEDIA

ICEHOTEL attracts media from all over the world. Artists’ work may 
appear in newspapers, magazines, television, or even movies.

By signing the contract, ICEHOTEL reserves the right to use and publish 
photos of the art work made for ICEHOTEL for marketing and editorial 
purposes to inform, market and sell ICEHOTEL and/or ICEHOTEL 
related products and to promote Sweden as a travel destination; this 
can be done either directly by the organizer or via a third party in 
cooperation with the organizer. ICEHOTEL has the rights to print and sell 
merchandise of assigned artwork.  A onetime non-negotiable copyright 
fee will be paid by ICEHOTEL to the artists. Where possible the artists’ 
names will appear alongside their work.

ICEHOTEL encourage artists to contact media in their own countries 
and cities with news of the suite they’ve been chosen to build. Should 
you have a media contact that you’d like to approach, we ask you to wait 
until the first press release from ICEHOTEL has been released.



ICEHOTEL 2010/11 Suite Application Form
Please submit the following documents via regular post postmarked (email not accepted) by the 15th of July 2010.

These two application pages (please print legibly, especially email contact)•	
Curriculum Vitae for each artist•	
Relevant exhibition catalogue or photos of your work (these will not be returned)•	
Suite title (2 words or less)•	
Printed sketches and documents showing the room plan, sculptures, installation, etc. (no computer files are accepted as application)•	
Portrait photo •	

Accepted artists will be asked to send computer files containing sketches, Curriculum Vitae along with the answers for the Art & Design 
Catalogue, last page in this application.

Please send your application via post to:

ICEHOTEL AB
Attention:
Arne Bergh, Artistic Director
981 91 Jukkasjärvi
Sweden

Questions may be emailed to art@icehotel.com

Artist 1

Country

Post Address

Phone

Cell phone

Fax

E-mail

Artist 1

Country

Post Address

Phone

Cell phone

Fax

E-mail

Date

Date

Signature

Signature

I / We have read ICEHOTEL artists 2010-11 information and accept the conditions of the application.



ICEHOTEL 2010-11 
Art & Design Catalogue information
Each suite will have a duel language, double page in the catalogue consisting of: one photo of the finished work, a portrait of the artist(s), quotations 
from the artist about the suite, and a few words about the artist(s). Please answer the following questions (in Swedish or English - max. 260 
characters for each answer). Print your answers and attach them to your application.

1. Your date of birth?

2. Where do you work and how long have you been working?

3. What materials do you mainly work with and why?

4. Mention a highlight in your artistic career or as a professional or student?

5. What inspires your art?

6. What is the inspiration for your suite?

7. How does this concept relate to the materials of ice and snow?

8. What experience do you wish to give the visitors?

9. Please feel free to add anything else you feel is relevant.

Your answers to the following questions will form the majority of the text for the catalogue. The finished text will be about 100 words about the artist 
and 100 words about the suite.

artist: Anders Rönnlund. suite: the red and blue hours. photo: photobigben.com


